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OPENING OF MEETING 
Mayor Gary Cook opened the Remote Council meeting at 7:02pm with seven council members 
present remotely: Michelle Plumb, Mike Schrag, Dennis Chamberlain, Debbie Chapman, Dede 
Boyer, Mark Weigand and Scott Yaeger. Staff members in attendance remotely were Clerk-
Treasurer Julie Flyckt, Deputy Clerk Treasurer ll Michelle Asmussen and Police Chief David 
McCormick.  Also present remotely was Katie Teachout from The Adams County Journal and 
City Attorney John Kragt. Public Works Director Dave Breazeale and City Fire Chief Joel Bell 
were excused.  
  
ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONSENT AGENDA   
Mayor Gary Cook asked if there were any changes to the consent agenda. Council Member 
Dennis Chamberlain made a motion to accept the agenda with the changes, adding the 
chamber update at the end of the department updates. Council Member Dede Boyer seconded 
the motion. Motion passed 6-1. Council Member Mark Weigand opposed. 
 
ACTION AGENDA 

A. Litigation Designees- Mayor Cook stated Attorney Milt Rowland has asked for two 
council members to be present on Zoom during the mediation meeting due to COVID. 
The mediations is scheduled for Monday, August 24th at 8:30am.  Scott Yaeger and 
Dennis Chamberlain stated that they would be available along with the mayor. 
 

DISCUSSION AGENDA 
A. COVID-19 City Hall Restrictions- Mayor Cook asked Council Members Dede Boyer and 

Mark Weigand if they had anything to say since they had started this conversation last 
council meeting.  They both stated that they just feel that city hall should be open to the 
public.  Mayor Cook stated that it should be done correctly. Mayor Cook started out by 
talking about the Proclamation 20-25.7 by the Governor where he declared an 
emergency freezing all counties not to move forward to the next phase. It also states 
that violators of this order are subject to penalties subject to RCW 43.06.220. By the 
Governors proclamation, we are subject to a gross misdemeanor and fines as 
determined by L&I.  Under Phases 1 & 2 the Governor had a new proclamation 20-28 
issued March 24th, continues to prohibit any in person meetings of the governing body, 
instead they must be held remotely. We also did a local resolution on July 7th. City 
Attorney John Kragt stated that the Mayor and the Clerk-Treasure had asked if he could 
do a little research on this as it had been brought up at the last council meeting. He 
stated under Phase 3 local customer-based services can’t be open. Could we as the city 
go through the costs and resources to build out and annex and put up plexiglass like a 
lot of other businesses are doing? Potentially yes, but its not possible without spending 
taxpayer’s money. Then we get a scare here at city hall where we have one of our own 
come down with it, and we almost put the wheels of the government grinding to a halt. 
When you have a local government that can’t open because of resources and low 
amount of staff it causes real issues. From John’s perspective and research, he has 
spoken to several other municipalities and there are some cities that are open and going 
rogue, but doesn’t mean it’s right, just means they haven’t been caught. The way things 
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are currently being handled is best practice right now. Council Member Mike Schrag 
stated that he agrees with John, it is just too risky to have people coming inside right 
now and we have a drop box outside for payments or people can call in their payments. 
Council Member Dede Boyer stated that she gave the council 2 weeks’ notice for the 
motion.  Council Member Dennis Chamberlain stated that the 2 weeks’ notice was given 
from last council meeting until this meeting to research the motion and it shows that in 
the minutes. Mayor Cook stated that he would like to continue about Resolution 2020-
09, which the council voted on 5-2 on July 7th. It was an extension of the proclamation of 
emergency we had done on March 13th, and it temporarily moved the date for city hall 
to be closed through December 31st, 2020. Number 3.D. on the resolution, it states any 
council rules that are inconsistent with this resolution are hereby waived and suspended 
during the term of this resolution. Mayor Cook stated the motion to open city hill was 
not a valid motion. Council Member Michelle Plumb asked the two council members 
what kinds of complaints they have been getting from people that can’t gain access to 
city hall. Council Member Mark Weigand stated that some wanted to come inside and 
pay their bills, some wanted to come and look at maps and others feel it’s a public place 
and everyone should have access to it. Michelle Plumb stated that we could very well 
have our federal money pulled if we don’t abide by the Governor’s order. Council 
Member Dede Boyer stated that we pay taxes for that building and the salaries so we 
should be able to come in the building. Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt stated that it sounds 
like the person that Dede had spoken to at the governor’s office said decisions could be 
made based on the phase you are in.  Julie pointed out that the city is currently only in 
Phase 2 and we can’t be open, but in Phase 3 then we can make that decision.  Chief 
McCormick stated that at this particular time they need to consider the health of the 
people at city hall and protect them. If you push this and the doors to city hall get open, 
I don’t believe that you will have any city employees manning city hall based on the 
concerns that they may be infected by people coming through the door several times a 
day. They have the right not to come to work. Council Member Debbie Chapman stated 
that the level of government that we have been able to provide for our city is absolutely 
wonderful. Mayor Cook stated that he doesn’t feel that there needs to be a motion on 
this to continue because it violates the resolution rules and violates the governor’s 
proclamation. 

B. TIB Main Street Project- Council Member Scott Yaeger stated at the last council meeting 
council approved the 1st Ave application to TIB for the small city arterial program. Scott’s 
report at that meeting was Main street was under funded to do the whole project. Scott 
received approval to go back to TIB and either ask for a reduction in scope or an 
increase in funding. Scott also got an approval from council to authorize an additional 
$20,000 towards that project from the city. Scott talked to TIB Director, Ashley Probart 
and she strongly suggested the city, due to that much additional funding, withdraw the 
current project, and apply in this application that was due last Friday the 14th.  This is to 
complete the full project from Palouse to Jackson. We need to submit all of Varela’s bills 
for reimbursement before it is withdrawn so we can get that money back from TIB. Scott 
put together the application and had the mayor sign it last Sunday, but we can always 
reject that application, and move forward with the original project. Realistically we can 
get out of either decision. Scott asked the council’s feeling about withdrawing the 
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existing project, get paid for the existing expenditures, and then reapply with no written 
promise, just a promise from the director, that it would be high on their priority list in 
this selection. The council agreed with this plan. Council Member Scott Yaeger made a 
motion recommending the city council approve the mayor to sign the Main Street TIB 
application for 2020 and once we get the reimbursement requests in for the Main 
Street’s current project, then withdraw the current project. Council Member Mark 
Weigand seconded the motion.  Council Member Dennis Chamberlain stated that he 
was a little nervous about this and was opposed. Motion passed 6-1.  
 

DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
A. Public Works- Mayor Cook stated that the Wayfinding poles are in and they are hanging 

the signs. There is a water main that needs to be repaired near the railroad tracks which 
they will work on next week. 

B. Police- Dave McCormick stated that he turned over a check to city hall yesterday for 
approximately $1,898 for a traffic safety grant, $500 for a portable breath test and 
$1,400 towards the purchase of a new radar that was put in Officer Gracie’s car. We 
only had to pay about $200 for the balance on the radar so it was very beneficial grant 
funding. One of the officers had 2 possible exposures to COVID. One was at a house with 
child protective services and the lady got sick the next day. Fortunately he was wearing 
a mask. The second one, he responded to a medical situation, the ambulance got there, 
the man was having a seizure in a car, and the officer pulled him out of the car and laid 
him down. A few hours later the man passed away from his seizure and his COVID test 
was negative. We are taking precautions as we tell people to stay back when we pull up 
in our cars and we try not to go into homes or businesses unless we have to.  

C. Clerk/Treasurer- Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt stated at the last council meeting we talked 
about the community survey. It has been delayed going out so we are going to look at 
putting it in the utility bills which will go out at the end of the month. Julie will be 
sending an email out to the department heads tomorrow as a reminder that they need 
to submit their budgets to Julie and Gary. The draft budget is due to the finance 
committee by September 1st and then council will see the first draft on September 15th.  

D. Fire- Deputy Clerk Treasurer ll Michelle Asmussen reported City Fire Chief Joel Bell sold 
the surplus fire truck for $2,500.  

E. Chamber Update- Council Member Dede Boyer reported the Chamber had a meeting a 
week ago. They discussed activities for the upcoming months. The Chamber is planning 
a car parade, much like the one the teachers did, for September 5th at 11:00am. The 
parade will go around town. There will also be a trick or treat on Friday October 31st.  
The Chamber is also discussing fund-raising ideas like an ice cream truck. The next 
meeting is set for September 21st.  

 
PUBLIC REQUESTS AND COMMENTS-No requests or comments.  
ADJOURNMENT-With no further comments or business to come before the council, Mayor 
Gary Cook adjourned the remote meeting at 8:02pm. 
 
____________________________________ 
Michelle Asmussen, Deputy Clerk Treasurer Il 


