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OPENING OF MEETING 
Mayor Gary Cook opened the Remote Council meeting at 7:00pm with seven council members 
present: Michelle Plumb, Mike Schrag, Dennis Chamberlain, Debbie Chapman, Dede Boyer, 
Mark Weigand and Scott Yaeger. Staff members in attendance remotely were Deputy Clerk 
Treasurer ll Michelle Asmussen, Police Chief David McCormick, and Public Works Director Dave 
Breazeale. Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt was present at City Hall along with Mayor Gary Cook.  
Also present remotely were Katie Teachout from The Adams County Journal and Ben Varela 
from Varela & Associates. City Fire Chief Joel Bell and City Attorney John Kragt was excused.  
  
ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONSENT AGENDA   
Mayor Gary Cook asked if there were any changes to the consent agenda. Council Member 
Mike Schrag made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda. Council Member Mark Weigand 
seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0. 
 
DISCUSSION AGENDA 

A. Water Infrastructure Outlay Report #1- Ben Varela from Varela & Associates reported 
on the city’s first RD water projects reimbursement. There are some items on the 
reimbursement that DWSRF did not cover, and most of the it includes the first payment 
to Industrial Coating for the recoating project.  Marty and Dave from RD have already 
reviewed the outlay report and we will send them the executed outlay to initiate the 
reimbursement process. Julie Flyckt stated we are requesting $327,615.14 for our first 
reimbursement request.  Mayor Cook stated that he would like to thank Ben for all the 
work that he did on this project and when he got us back online in record time.  

B. RD Water Projects Status Updates-Ben reported the interior of the standpipe is done 
and the exterior will be done later in the summer when the weather is warm and dry. It 
is currently tentatively scheduled for July 1st. During the last update we started 
discussing the next priorities after well 8 as the well is the largest priority coming up. 
The site just south of the well 8 building right now is going to be difficult for a driller to 
get into because of the way they set up their equipment. Ben asked if the Public Works 
committee would be interested in having a meeting at the Well 8 site to go over the 
pros and cons of locations in that immediate area so we can finalize a definite location. 
Ben feels the site is going to be a little tight with the slope and power lines located 
there. Council Members Scott Yaeger and Michelle Plumb both stated they were 
available to have an on-site meeting with Ben.  Ben stated he would follow up with an 
email after this meeting with suggested meeting times that might work for everybody.  
As far as next priorities, the water main replacement is a higher priority than the golf 
course well, park reservoir and booster station. Ben stated that he is still thinking we 
could go out to bid this summer on Well 8, if that matches the City’s timeline.   

C. 2020 Financial Update- City Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt reported she sent everyone the 
cash investments and the revenue expenditures reports which they normally see each 
quarter. We are currently down 11.3% for current expense revenue but we just received 
property taxes today, so it is now only down 6.4%. Right now, we are about 37% 
towards budget. The fund we are watching closely is the current expense fund because 
of the reduction in tax revenue due to COVID-19. Julie presented a current expense cash 
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flow model to council. At the beginning of each year, there are higher outflows because 
of the insurance which is paid at the beginning of the year. There is also a cash flow 
difference at the end of the year due to transfers between funds that are done in 
December such as the ER&R transfers. Estimates for 2020, 2021 and 2022 are based on 
the budget for 2020. The finance committee will be reviewing the financial policies in 
terms of reserves and analyzing if we are putting enough in reserves. The mayor is going 
to work with the department heads to review current expense expenditures for 2020 
and start the 2021 budget planning process. The committee will be focusing on the 
impact of the reduction in taxes during our budget planning process. Mayor Cook stated 
we were told this morning that Adams County is now eligible for Phase 2.  The county is 
working on the application which will be sent to the Washington State Department of 
Health and they will review our recent COVID-19 cases in relation to the population of 
the county. It is not a sure thing but it is a good sign that we are being considered by the 
state as being one of those counties eligible. Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt stated the 
criteria is not having zero cases within 14 days but an analysis of the cases tested such 
as how many were positive, how many were negative, and the time period.  
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
A. RPDA, April 20, 2020 Minutes 

 
MAYOR 

A. Department Updates- Mayor Cook stated he will be speaking with department heads as 
about monitoring what they think will be necessary in their budgets and capture the 
areas they will be saving money.  Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt stated that she will give a 
budget update to department heads in the next week. 

B. Infrastructure Update- Mayor Cook stated Ben and Scott have done a good job updating 
everyone on next steps. We have the standpipe open and we have good water pressure 
all over town.  
 

PUBLIC REQUESTS AND COMMENTS- Council Member Mike Schrag reported they had an ACDC 
meeting on Thursday night.  There was a goal to raise $75,000 to help the small businesses in 
Adams County and the goal was reached plus and additional $5,000.  They started writing 
checks on Friday to the businesses.  
 
Police Chief Dave McCormick stated at approximately 5:37am on May 14th there was a 
homicide in Ritzville. He made a request for assistance from Sheriff Wagner who also sent a 
sergeant and a detective to respond. They ended up heading to Portland as soon as the suspect 
was in custody. Tom Gracie was about 2 hours behind them and he was there for 2 days. There 
is an incredible amount of follow up investigation and search warrants that have taken place 
and it will continue to take place for the next two or three weeks. The Sheriffs’ office is being 
very thorough and cooperative in assisting us in this detailed investigation. We requested the 
Washington State Patrol crime lab mobile unit and they responded that morning.  As soon as a 
search warrant was secured from the superior court judge for the residence, they entered 
about 9:30am and didn’t leave until about 7:00pm. Everything that can be done is being done 
very professionally by several law enforcement officers. We had assistance from the US 
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Marshall from Multnomah County, Oregon State Police, Othello Police Department and Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s Office. Jeff Lane has been cleared and restored back to full duty and will be 
back on the schedule sometime in June.  
 
ADJOURNMENT-With no further comments or business to come before the council, Mayor 
Gary Cook adjourned the remote meeting at 7:52pm. 
 
____________________________________ 
Michelle Asmussen, Deputy Clerk Treasurer Il 


